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Abstract 
This paper examined the approaches to peace, security and education for 

global competitiveness. Peace and security is an essential factor of human life. 

A peaceful and secured environment is critical to every society since it affects 

all aspects of economic and social development in a country, and is a 

necessary sin-qua non to the realization of human rights. These have direct 

effects on the creation of sound, competitive and equitable economic 

development, which ultimately has positive impacton the society. In education, 

global competiveness is characterized by set of skills and factor that support 

individuals’ personal and professional productivity in their communities and 

in the world. Being globally competitive today requires developing global 

competence. The paper adopted the qualitative research method. It was found 

that peace, security and education are in a fundamental sense related to 

processes of globalization and global social development.Therefore, it was 

recommended that approaches for attaining peace, security and education for 

global competitiveness must have both external and internal collaborations. 

With this, there will be an enabling environment for businesses, investments, 

social services and overall economic development of a nation.  
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Introduction 

Throughout the world we see wars rather than negotiation, exploitation rather 

than fair distribution of wealth, oppression rather than equal treatment and respect, and 

competition rather than co-operation(Galtung, 2002).Global competitiveness arose as a 

result of a phenomenal development referred to as globalization or what Lagarde (2012) 

termed “the new world of interconnections”. This development compels a new way of 

living, of communicating and of interacting. In education, global competitiveness can 

be characterized as the set of skills and factors that support individuals’ personal and 
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professional productivity in their communities and in the world. Being globally 

competitive today requires developing global competence. Equipping students with 

specific hard skills to compete in a global job market is important, but cultivating their 

abilities to effectively share ideas and communicate across cultures in appropriate and 

respectful ways is critical. 

 

Concept of Peace 

Peace is an elusive concept with many different meanings (Paul, 2019). It 

means many things to many people. Ranging from the mere “absence of war” to a 

condition of stable group cooperation to a feeling of individual tranquility, peace 

performs a great deal of semantic work. This entry attempts to bring analytical and 

descriptive clarity to the concept. However, over the past several years the need for a 

more nuanced conceptualization of peace, that can capture the many real-world 

situations that exist between the ideal-typical negative and positive peace categories, 

has been increasingly recognized and debated (Wallensteen 2015; Davenport et al. 

2018). Alternatively, it can simply denote a break or fragile interruption to brutality and 

barbarism, such as with a cease-fire. According to (Pieper, 2008) peace can be defined 

as negative, positive, or unqualified; however, all three types involve the absence of 

violence. 

"Negative peace" refers to the absence of significant relations with groups with 

whom there is likely to be antipathy and conflict; "positive peace" involves occasional 

cooperation, mostly for purposes that transcend the daily concerns of either party, and 

"unqualified peace" entails a pattern of ongoing interaction and cooperation. As 

explained(Opotow, Janet & Sarah 2005) positive peace is a state of mutual respect, 

equality, and justice, in contrast to negative peace, which is the absence of war. 

According to (Fortna, 2004) peace is usually defined as an absence of armed conflict, 

with a caveat that it could include more, but for practical reasons does not.Said  

differently,  peace  is  “a dynamic  social  process  in  which  justice,  equity,  and  

respect for  basic human rights are maximized, and violence, both physical and 

structural, is minimized” (Reardon & Cabezudo, 2002). 

 

Security 

Security is a necessary precondition for the development of human beings and 

society; and thus, it is the most basic need of human being and the society (Alemika, 

2015).In a world of perceived uncertainty and danger, the desire for security becomes a 

central concern of political thought and action. Against the threatening forces of 

unpredictability, rapid transformation and complexity, it appears to channel a diffuse 

longing for greater reliability, stability and tangibility. Ironically, however, the term 

security does not itself possess any stable or consensual meaning. For instance, 
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(David,2000) has defined security astutely as a low probability of damage to acquired 

values. Nwanegbo and Odigbo (2013) added that security has to do with freedom from 

danger or threat to a nation’s ability to protect and develop itself, promote its cherished 

values, legitimate interests and enhance the well-being of its people. However, (Audu, 

Lukeman & Mohammed2014) averred that there appears to be shift from viewing 

security in state-centric perspective to a broader view that places emphasis on 

individuals, in which national security also encapsulates human security, human right 

and national development.  

A broader worldview of national security focuses on human security, which 

(Ikwumelu,Oyibe&Eluu2016)defined as implying safety for people from both violent 

and non-violent threats; it is a condition or state of being characterized by freedom of 

their safety or even their lives.It entails taking preventive measures to reduce 

vulnerabilities, minimizing risks and taking remedial actions where prevention fails. 

This is not to say that security of the state is not important but rather the security of the 

state should be geared towards the security of human persons not of the regime in place. 

Also, Human security is conceived as the summation of seven distinct dimensions of 

security namely, economic, food, health, environmental, personal, community and 

political (Ikwumelu,Oyibe& Eluu2016). 

 

Education 

Education at all levels and in all its forms constitutes a vital tool for addressing 

virtually all global problems. Education is not only an end in itself. It is a key 

instrument for bringing about changes in knowledge, values and behaviors and life 

styles required to achieve sustainability and stability within and among countries (Rajaj 

& Chiv, 2009). According to (Anya, 2008), education is the fundamental cultural 

process that prepares an individual to live and work, function and survive in a given 

society. Anya (2008) further conceptualizes education as an instrument for inducing 

social change.  

Education is seen as the light that derives away the darkness of ignorance and 

enables mankind to find its ways through the tortures and labyrinth of development and 

civilization (Ikechukwu, 2006).Education is also paramount to the improvement of 

people’s health conditions(Dada & Bazza, 2007).According to (UNESCO, 2000), 

“education refers to the total process of developing human ability and behaviours”. It is 

an organized and sustained instruction designed to communicate a combination of 

knowledge, skills and understanding value for all activities of life. 

(Ebong, 2007) sees education as a systematic procedure for the transfer and 

transformation of culture through formal and informal training of people in a society; it 

deals with mental, physical, psychological and social development of citizens in a given 

society.Holborn and Haralambos (2004) see education as an institution that enables 
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individual to think freely and rationally which makes social progress and innovation 

possible. Social progress and innovation are the key elements of development, when a 

society progresses, its members are free; they think rationally, innovate certain social 

changes which will invariably enhance development. From the foregoing, therefore, it 

can be perceived that education is an instrument or tool for achieving national 

development.This is because education, especially tertiary education, elevates the 

quality of life of the recipients; bequeaths individual dignity and self-respect which are 

the hallmarks of individual freedom. Indeed, the merit of education in this regard is 

beyond estimation (Patel, 2003). 

 

Approaches to Peace 

Peace can be understood as a situational, relational or ideational.Situational 

peacedescribes a state or condition in a society. The typical unit of analysis in a 

situational analysis of peace is a geographical area at different levels, including the 

national, regional and community level. This approach studies peace as a structural, 

institutional and aggregated societal phenomenon.When peace is approached as a 

situation in a specific spatial location, the boundaries between peace and war are not 

always clear-cut. As noted by several scholars, a problem with a negative peace 

conception is that it defines peace as what it is not; as “not-war” (Diehl 2016). 

Second approach to peace analyzes it in terms of relationships between actors or groups, 

from former warring parties to majority/minority groups in society to interpersonal 

relations. This is an actor centered approach to peace (Söderström et al. 2019a).A 

relational approach to peace can be found in works in different sets of literature, 

including in the IR-oriented literature which is predominantly interested in the 

peacefulness of relationships between state actors (Goertz, Diehl, & Alexandra 2016). 

For ideational scholars, ideas are not merely instruments to promote interests; 

human cognition has its own independent force and ideas have power over decisions 

and actions. They also argue that we cannot make sense of politics, peace or conflict 

without paying analytical attention to actors and their ideas (Vedung, 2018).In other 

words, ideas about what peace is, or should be, shape policy, build institutions and 

inform political decision-making. Expressed differently, it draws attention to “the way 

people define peace, what actions they legitimize with it, and how these conceptions 

change throughout history or differ between contexts” (Klem, 2018). 

 

Peace, Security and Education for Global Competitiveness 

Competitiveness is seen as the set of institutions, policies and factors that drive 

productivity and therefore set the sustainable current and medium levels of economic 

prosperity (Blanke, 2007). In other words, competitiveness is the factors and pillars that 

drive and sustain economic growth and development in a country when benchmarked 
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with other countries of the world. Peace, security and education are critical and must 

work in synergy to ensure national and global competitiveness. Being globally 

competitive today requires developing global competence.  

According to (Oscar, 2018) peace and security are essential factors of human 

life. A peaceful and secure environment is critical to every society since it affects all 

aspects of economic and social development in a country, and is a necessary sin-qua 

non to the realization of human rights. These have direct effects on the creation of 

sound, competitive and equitable economic development, which ultimately has positive 

impact on the whole society. To (Thompson, 2015) education is a significant 

contributor to peace, and appears in two of the 24 indicators in the Positive Peace Index 

produced by the Institute for Economics and Peace.  Education can lead to peace and be 

a part of ‘building back better’ by supporting the transformation of the security 

situation, political institutions, economic regeneration and social development. 

However, education policies can also contribute to the escalation of conflict if they are 

poorly designed or implemented. 

Equipping students with specific hard skills to compete in a global job market is 

important, but cultivating their abilities to effectively share ideas and communicate 

across cultures in appropriate and respectful ways is critical. The most successful global 

education approaches recognize the attitudes, skills and knowledge students need to 

navigate, contribute to and flourish in the world and they integrate activities that 

purposefully resolve opportunity gaps among students on a daily basis. 

 

Measuring Competitiveness 

In order to assess national competitiveness, the World Economic Forum (WEF) 

has developed the Global Competitiveness Index (GCI). Competitiveness is defined as 

the set of institutions, policies and factors that drive productivity and therefore set the 

sustainable current and medium levels of economic prosperity (Blanke, 2007).These 

pillars are:  Institutions (public and private), infrastructure, the macro economy, health 

and primary education, higher education and training, Market efficiency (goods, labour, 

financial), technological readiness, business sophistication; and innovation (WEF, 

World Bank and ADB, 2005).Each of these factors and pillars are critical and must 

work in synergy to ensure national and global competitiveness. As stated by (Nebo, 

2006) there is need for the adoption of an entrepreneurial and research-based 

educational system, especially in the secondary and university education. In the 

emerging competitive global knowledge economy, nothing short of this could guarantee 

relevance, sustainability and global competitiveness. 

 

 

 

Approaches to Peace, Security and Education for Global Competitiveness - Helen Chibundu 

Asita, Ph.D 

 



6 
 

Academic Discourse: An International Journal Volume 12 No. 1, September, 2021: ISSN 2277-0364 

 

Conclusion 

Peace and security are both a prerequisite for, and critical aspects of, 

development. High levels of insecurity will lead to lack of peace thereby making 

development impossible. Lack of peace and security in the society imposes a heavy 

burden upon both economic and political activity. It is, therefore, necessary for the 

reform of a country’s security sector if development programs of a country are to 

progress. The catalyst for a functional education system is an inclusive and efficient 

labour market development. The labour market is needed to apply skills and technology 

embodied in the educated citizens. When a substantial proportion of educated people are 

not allowed to participate in the labour market owing to a narrow spread of job 

opportunities, a nation stands to lose in terms of achieving peace and security. 

The values of peace and security are an essential part of quality education. 

Basic education not only provides the skills of literacy and numeracy, but also provides 

the values and attitudes needed for self-development, improving the quality of life, and 

for active participation in society. Most importantly, education provides the ability for 

continuous learning, giving people the power to think, to form opinions and to work 

towards the promotion of peace, security and universal respect for human rights. Lack 

of adequate peace and security has adversely affected the growth of the Nigerian 

economy, particularly the activities of terrorists in the North and militants in the Niger 

Delta. Therefore, peace, security and education are an essential ingredient for inclusive 

growth and a guarantee for global competitiveness. 

 

Recommendations 

Accordingly, the following recommendations need to be taken on board, if peace, 

security and education are to be achieved for global competitiveness: 

1) Government policy on social inclusiveness has to be promoted by providing 

what citizens require and not what the state wants. This requires the provision 

of enabling environment for the participation of the poor in the growth process 

through the provision of quality education, jobs and employment opportunities 

to global competitiveness. 

2) Government should make provision for the adoption of an entrepreneurial and 

research-based educational system, especially in the secondary and university 

education. In the emerging competitive global knowledge economy, nothing 

short of this could guarantee relevance, sustainability and global 

competitiveness. 

3) Political will and commitment of the elite to growth and development is also 

needful. 
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